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The field of exports and imports of arms and military equipment and control of imports and exports of 
dual-use goods in Bosnia and Herzegovina has so far been regulated by the 2003 Law on Export and Import 
of Arms and Military Equipment and Control of Export and Import of Dual-Use Products, with subsequent 
amendments in 2003 and 2005. In view of the nature of 2005 amendments, which besides the military goods 
also regulated dual-use products and technologies, it has been identified that the present solutions are
incomplete and unfunctional.

In this context, while assessing the situation regarding the main issues to be regulated in the field of exports 
and imports of arms and military equipment and control of imports and exports of dual-use products, more 
than 50% of the main body of the law was identified as needing amendments with the view to adapting the 
law to the real needs, to the need of full definition and harmonization with the European regulations and 
standards related to the concepts of services, comprehensive control, and finally with the view to regulating 
the control of exports of goods that are not included in the current control lists; thus, in accordance with
Article 46 of the Universal Rules for Producing Legal Regulations in BiH Institutions, it has been decided to 
start the procedure of passing a new law.

The new Law on Control of International Transfers of Goods and Services of Strategic Importance for the 
Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina (“Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina” no103/09) introduces, inter 
alia:
	 •	full	definition	of	brokering	activities;
	 •	definition	of	of	technical	assistance	services;	
	 •	harmonization	of	the	licensing	procedure	for	transit	of	the	goods	through	BiH	with	the	Law	on	the		
                Control of Movement of Weapons and Military Equipment inside Bosnia and Herzegovina.
	 •	besides	the	current	two	control	lists,	a	national	list	of	special	goods;
	 •	the	inclusion	of	the	BiH	Ministry	of	Civil	Affairs	and	the	State	Regulatory	Agency	for	Radiation
                andNuclear Security in BiH in the dual-use licensing procedure;
	 •	regulation	of	the	area	of	responsibility	and	authorizations	of	the	Ministry	in	case	of	denials;	
	 •	the	Ministry	is	responsible	for	overseeing	the	persons	registered	for	international	transfers	of	goods
                 and services.
The new law will speed up the procedure of licensing international transfers of specific types of goods and will establish 
controls over specific goods which are deemed as needing control and are not included in the present control lists.
The law has been harmonized with:
	 •	EU	Code	of	Conduct	on	Arms	Exports,	which	was	accepted	by	virtue	of	the	Decision	of	the	Council	of
                 Ministers of BiH number: 235/02 of 02/12/2002, including the Military List and the List
                 of Dual-Use Goods and Technologies,
	 •	EU	Council	Common	Position	on	the	Control	of	Arms	Brokering,
	 •	the	Common	Action	of	the	Council	of	Europe	on	the	Control	of	Technical	Assistance	Related	to	Certain
                   Military End-Uses,
	 •	Standards	set	up	by	the	UN	Security	Council	Resolution	1540	on	Non-Proliferation	of	Weapons	of
                Mass Destruction and the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conven
                tional Weapons.

In the phase of drafting the new Law consultations with all institutions at both federal and entity level that 
are included in the process have been made. Besides these institutions, the Draft Law was also submitted to 
the OHR and OSCE, and expert consultations related to harmonization with the regulations and practice of 
the European Union have been made with the Federal Office of Economics and Export Control (BAFA) and the 
Stockholm	International	Peace	Research	Institute	(SIPRI).
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The Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations of BiH issues documents required for the international 
transfers of goods and services included in the control lists (licenses and International Import Certificate).
Depending on the international transfers and classification of goods or services, before issuing documents 
the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations of BiH requires prior consent from : 
 
a)				the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	BiH;	
b)    the Ministry of Security of BiH;  
c)    the Ministry of Defense of BiH;  
d)				the	Ministry	of	Civil	Affairs	of	BiH	and		
e)    State Regulatory Agency for Radiation and Nuclear Safety. 

When	issuing	their	approvals,	the	competent	Ministries	take	into	account	the	following:
The	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	of	BiH:
	 •	UN,	OSCE	and	EU	Security	Council	embargos	and	sanctions,	
	 •	international	commitments,	foreign	policy	interests,	specific	BiH	interests	with	respect	to	strategic
               foreign policy partners, 
	 •	EU	Code	of	Conduct	on	Arms	Exports	(EU	Council	Common	Position	2008/944/CFSP	defining
               common rules governing control of exports,
	 •	the	principle	of	non-proliferation	of	weapons	of	mass	destruction.
The	Ministry	of	Security	of	BiH	makes	sure	that:		
	 •	the	license	is	issued	in	accordance	with	the	security	policy	of	BiH;
The	Ministry	of	Defense	of	BiH	takes	care	that:			
	 •		the	license	is	issued	in	accordance	with	the	defense	policy	of	BiH;
The	Ministry	of	Civil	Affairs	of	BiH	ensures	that:		
	 •	the	issue	of	a	license	will	not	endanger	lives	and	health	of	people,	environment	or	material	goods;
The State Regulatory Agency for Radiation and Nuclear Safety ensures that: 
	 •	the	procurement	of	a	radiation	source	will	not	violate	the	regulation	on	radiation	and	nuclear	security.		

In accordance with the Law on Control of International Transfers of Goods and Services of Strategic Importance for 
the Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the following transposition regulation have been passed and published:
	 •	Guidelines	to	the	Procedure	of	Registration	of	Legal	Entities	and	Private	Individuals	for	International
                Transfers of Goods and Services of Strategic Importance for the Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina;
	 •	Guidelines	to	the	Conditions	and	Procedure	of	Licensing	the	International	Transfers	of	Goods	and
                Services of Strategic Importance for the Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina;
	 •	Guidelines	to	the	Manner	and	Procedure	of	Regulation	of	Temporary	Import,	Temporary	Export	and
                  Transit of Sports and Hunting Weapons and Ammunition;
	 •	Guidelines	to	Exerting	Controls	over	a	Legal	Entity	or	a	Private	Individual	Who	Has	Been
                Issued a Document or Who Has Been Registered for the Performance of International Transfers of
                Goods from the Control Lists;
	 •	EU	Council	Common	Position	2008/944/	CFSP	of	8th	December	2008	defining	common	rules
                governing control of exports of military technology and equipment; 
	 •	Common	Military	List;
	 •	List	of	Dual-Use	Goods;
	 •	List	of	Special	Goods.
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ML1    Smooth-bore weapons with a calibre of less than 20 mm, other arms and automatic weapons
             with a calibre of 12,7 mm or less.

ML2    Smooth-bore weapons with a calibre of 20 mm or more, other weapons or armament with a
             calibre greater than 12,7 mm.
                  
ML3    Ammunition and fuse setting devices, and specially designed components therefore.

ML4				Bombs,	torpedoes,	rockets,	missiles,	other	explosive	devices	and	charges	and	related
             equipment and accessories.

ML5    Fire control, and related alerting and warning equipment.

ML6    Ground vehicles and components.

ML7    Chemical or biological toxic agents, radioactive materials, related equipment.

ML8    Energetic materials, and related substances.

ML9    Vessels of war, special naval equipment and accessories.

ML10   Aircraft, unmanned airborne vehicles, aero-engines and ‘aircraft’ equipment.

ML11   Electronic equipment and its specially designed components for military use.

ML12			High	velocity	kinetic	energy	weapon	systems.

ML13   Armoured or protective equipment, constructions and components.

ML14   Specialized equipment for military training.

ML15   Imaging equipment, specially designed for military use.

ML16   Forgings, castings and other unfinished products.

ML17   Miscellaneous equipment, materials and libraries.

ML18   Production equipment.

ML19   Directed energy weapon systems.

ML20   Cryogenic and ‘superconductive’  equipment and specially designed components and accessorie therefore.

ML21   Software.

ML22   Technology.
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During 2009, a total of 374 licences were issued, of which:
 
	 •		146		arms	and	military	equipment	export	licences,	
	 •		2		denied	arms	and	military	equipment	export	licence	applications,	
	 •		143		arms	and	military	equipment	import	licences,
	 •		5		arms	and	military	equipment	temporary	export	licences,
	 •		9		arms	and	military	equipment	temporary	import	licences,
	 •		33		dual-use	products	export	licences,
	 •		32		dual-use	products	import	licences,	
	 •		3		dual-use	products	temporary	export	licences,	
	 •		1		dual-use	product	services	export	licence,	
	 •		2		dual-use	product	services	import	licences.	

The total value of transfers against licences issued for export, import, temporary export and temporary
import of arms, military equipment and dual-use products, based on pro-forma invoices attached to the 
licence applications, amounted to 91,821,646.50 EUR.

It is not possible to offer a realistic overview of the number of used import and export licences until 
the moment of expiry of the issued licences (licences are issued for a period of one-year).

ARMS AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT EXPORTS 

The total value of exports, according to licences issued in 2009, and on the basis of pro-forma invoices
attached to licence applications was 47,094,389.50 EUR (Annex A).
146 export licences for 44 countries were issued as follows:

Afghanistan
Albania
Austria
Bangladesh
Belgium
Bulgaria
Chile
Croatia
Czech Republic
Danmark
Egypt
Ecuador
Philippines
France
Germany

Greece
Hungary
Italy
Jordan
Cyprus
Kuwait
Iraq
Yemen
Libya
Lithuania
Macedonia
Malaysia
Moldova
Montenegro
Pakistan

Romania
USA
Slovak	Republic
Slovenia
Serbia
Swaziland
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Turkey
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
Great Britain
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The	structure	of	exported	goods	included	products	under	8	control	numbers	of	the	EU	Common	Military	List.
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According	to	the	value	of	all	licences	issued	for	goods	exported	to	the	above-mentioned	countries,	85%	of	
the value thereof has been exported to the following countries:

The total value of temporary export of arms and military equipment in 2009, on the basis of pro-forma
invoices submitted together with licence applications, was 11,156 EUR (Annex C). 
I5 licences were issued for temporary export into four countries: Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, USA and 
Brazil.
Two licence applications for export of arms and military equipment to Israel were denied. The reason for
denying to issue the licence for export to Israel was the application of the EU Code of Conduct on arms exports.

ARMS AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT IMPORTS

The total value of imports according to the licences issued in 2009, and on the basis of pro-forma invoices 
submitted with licence applications, was 11,197,606 EUR (Annex B).
143 licences for import from 24 countries were issued, namely:

According	to	the	value	of	all	import	licences,	about	85%	of	the	value	of	the	goods	was	imported	from	the
following eight countries.

Austria
Belgium
Brazil
British Virgin Islands
Canada
Croatia
Cyprus 
Czech Republic

Denmark
France
Germany
Great Britain
Greece
Hungary
Italy
Lebanon

Serbia 
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
USA

12,350,990.50
7,901,038
6,660,771
4,281,100
2,153,253
1,601,921
1,488,280
1,251,822
1,150,710

2,068,176
1,537,840
1,336,791
1,324,206
1,250,000  

609,637      
588,985
415,183
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The structure of imported goods included products from 11 control references of the EU Common
Military List.

9 temporary import licences from seven countries were granted, namely: Belgium, Croatia, Malaysia, Serbia, Swit-
zerland,	Turkey	and	Great	Britain.	The	total	value	of	arms	and	military	equipment	temporary	imports	in	2009,	and	
on the basis of the pro-forma invoices submitted with the licence applications, was 657,881 EUR (Annex D).
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DUAL-USE PRODUCTS EXPORTS 

The total value of exports as per dual-use export licences issued in 2009, and on the basis of pro-forma 
invoices submitted with licence applications, was 20,320,242 EUR (Annex F).  33 licences for export to 10 
countries were issued (Albania, Bulgaria, Montenegro, Czech Republic, Croatia, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, 
Slovenia,	Turkey),	while	the	structure	of	exports	included	products	from	5	tariff	numbers.
3 temporary export licences were issued (Germany, Serbia), with a declared value based on the pro-forma 
invoice submitted with the licence application, of 46,054 EUR (Annex H).

DUAL-USE PRODUCTS IMPORTS

The total value of imports according to dual-use import licences issued in 2009, and on the basis of pro-forma 
invoices submitted with licence applications, was 12,347,318 EUR (Annex G).
32 licences were issued for import from 10 countries (Austria, Montenegro, Switzerland, Serbia, Slovenia, 
Hungary, Germany, Greece, Czech Republic, Republic of Croatia and the PR China), while the structure of 
imported	goods	(95.86%)	corresponded	to	3	tariff	numbers.
3602    Prepared explosives, other than propellant powders
3603    Safety fuses; detonating fuses; percussion or detonating caps; igniters; electric detonators 
3604				Pyrotechnic	substances	used	in	fireworks,	signal	flares,	hail	defense	rockets
xxxx					Other	tariff	numbers

3602     Prepared explosives, other than propellant powders
3603     Safety fuses; detonating fuses; percussion or detonating caps; igniters; electric detonators 



Report on Licenses Issued for Transfers of Arms, Military Equipment and Dual-Use Products in 2009
Page 11

3 licences for temporary export of services to Serbia were issued, and on the basis of pro-forma invoices
submitted with the licence applications, their value was 137,000 EUR (Annex I). Also, two licenses were 
issued for import of services from the List of Dual-Use Goods from Germany, and on the basis of pro-forma 
invoices submitted with the licence applications, their value was 10,000 EUR (Annex J). The value of transfers 
according	to	licences	issued	compared	to	that	in	2008:

Taking	into	account	the	total	value	of	transfers	according	to	issued	licences,	based	on	submitted	pro-forma	
invoices, one may conclude that there have been no major changes in transfers of arms, military equipment 
and dual-use products compared to the previous year.
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365,099

641,880

11,400

330,845

36,350

361,439

323,741

27,000

416,046

105,000

61,620

311,862

1,006,979

11,400

330,845

36,350

361,439

323,741

443,046

166,620

311,862
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530,000

958,280

1,488,280

205

5,746

313,214

70,700

142,226

173,044

348,360

45,430

1,601,921

1,251,822

475

205

5,746

313,214

70,700

142,226

173,044

348,360

45,430

1,601,921

1,251,822

475
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443,853

376,645

948,474

508,910

52,636

334,535

12,979

314,360

697,542

443,853

376,645

948,474

508,910

52,636

334,535

12,979

314,360

697,542

50

2,153,203

2,153,253
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53,303

24,444

70,614

295,902

921

0,00

4,281,100

21,500

53,303

24,444

70,614

295,902

921

0,00

4,281,100

21,500

9,956

6,656,815

131,266

210,300

8,018,501.50

210,638

88,000

167,685

3,524,600

6,666,771

12,350,990.50
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204

204

27,070

962,364

161,276

317,133

7,023,656

560,249

1,150,710

7,901,038

47,094,389.50
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Annex B   ISSUED LICENCES FOR IMPORT OF PRODUCTS FROM THE MILITARY LIST

1,060,291

276,500

49,010

121,625

1,175,460

360,900

1,480

1,336,791

170,635

1,537,840

138,830

72,470

403

1,616

138,830

72,470

403

1,616
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542,735

46,250

188,351

7,060

21,170

4,232

82,295

179,066

145

175,437

11,732

1,250,000

166,449

8,900

23,360

30,042

588,985

220,813

261,361

145

175,437

11,732

1,250,000

228,751
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812,888

1,200,717

7,500

47,071

280,143

222,620

27,520

77,843

1,511

308,379

99,750

7,054

2,068,176

609,637

415,183

1,267,166

57,040

369,000

154,740

86,121

1,324,206

369,000

154,740

86,121
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93,250

1

28,409

20,000

11,110

877

21,087

141,660

141,660

11,197,606
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Annex C   ISSUED LICENCES FOR TEMPORARY EXPORT OF PRODUCTS FROM THE
MILITARY LIST

1,835

1,835

5,611

1,835

1,875

5,611

1,835

1,875

11,156
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Annex D   ISSUED LICENCES FOR TEMPORARY IMPORT OF PRODUCTS FROM THE
MILITARY LIST

17,113

2,638

2,854

43,250

11,523

19,773

330,000

230,730

17,113

2,638

2,854

43,250

11,523

19,773

560,730

657,881
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Annex E   DENIED LICENCES FOR EXPORT OF PRODUCTS FROM THE MILITARY LIST

42,517

25,580

16,937
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Annex F   ISSUED LICENCES FOR EXPORT OF DUAL-USE PRODUCTS

96,000

4,600

6,950,000

406,000

186,700

1,352,550

2,000

852,000

1,681,350

96,000

4,600

6,950,000

406,000

186,700

1,354,550

2,533,350
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56

1,467,938

326,053

32,695

84,100

6,737,200

1,826,742

84,100

6,737,200

20,320,242
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Annex G   ISSUED LICENCES FOR IMPORT OF DUAL-USE PRODUCTS

480,100

260,000

5,120

1,501,900

1,800,800

1,282,180

305,694

13,500

3,808,160

291,914

900

499,200

346,605

740,100

4,140,000

305,694

4,113,574

900

499,200

346,605
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80,000

1,545,00

95,700

374,033

6,324

84,982

15,206

1,720,700

465,339

15,206

12,347,318
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Annex H   ISSUED LICENCES FOR TEMPORARY EXPORT OF DUAL-USE PRODUCTS

4,990

39,064

4,990

39,064

46,054
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Annex I   ISSUED LICENCES FOR EXPORT OF DUAL-USE SERVICES

137,000

137,000

137,000
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Annex J   ISSUED LICENCES FOR IMPORT OF DUAL-USE SERVICES

10,000

10,000

10,000


