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Annex C. Chronology 2023
This chronology lists the significant events in 2023 related to armaments, 
disarmament and international security. Keywords are indicated in the right-
hand column.
January

4 Jan. A car bomb attack in Hiran province, Somalia, kills 39 people. 
Al-Qaeda linked group al-Shabab claims responsi bility for 
the attack.

Al-Shabab; 
Somalia

8 Jan. China loosens travel restrictions and reopens its borders 
after nearly three years of Covid-related isolation.

China; Covid-19

8 Jan. Supporters of former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 
attack Brazilian government buildings including the 
High Court and Presidential Palace, with over 1500 later 
arrested.

Brazil 

23 Jan. The European Union (EU) establishes an unarmed civilian 
monitoring mission in Armenia (EUMA).

Armenia; EUMA

24 Jan. The Doomsday Clock is reset 90 seconds until midnight, 
the closest it has ever been (since being set up in 1947 by the 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists).

Doomsday Clock

24 Jan. Peruvian Prime Minister Dina Boluarte calls for a ‘national 
truce’ after seven weeks of violent protests and at least 
50 deaths following the former Prime Minister Pedro 
Castillo’s removal from office. 

Peru

25 Jan. The United States and Germany announce their decision to 
send battle tanks (USA, 31; Germany, 14) to Ukraine for use 
in the war with Russia.

Arms transfers; 
Germany; 
Ukraine; USA

26 Jan. The US Treasury designates the Wagner Group a ‘trans
national criminal organization’ on the grounds of its 
combat operations in Ukraine, as well as its serious human 
rights violations in the Central African Republic and Mali.

Wagner Group; 
sanctions; USA

30 Jan. A suicide bomb kills at least 100 and injures 157 people at a 
mosque for police officers in Peshawar, Pakistan.

Pakistan

February

4 Feb. A Chinese surveillance balloon is shot down by US combat 
aircraft off the US eastern seaboard, after drifting across 
the USA for several days.

China; USA

6 Feb. Over 67 000 people are killed after a series of earthquakes 
hit parts of Syria and Türkiye.

Earthquakes; 
Syria; Türkiye

15–16 Feb. The first international Summit on Responsible Artificial 
Intelligence in the Military Domain (REAIM) is held in 
The Hague and adopts a ‘call for action’ that includes estab
lishing a global commission on artificial intelligence (AI).

AI; REAIM
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21 Feb. France officially ends its military presence in Burkina Faso 
with the closure of Operation Sabre, which comprised of 
around 400 special forces personnel.

Burkina Faso; 
France

21 Feb. Russia suspends its participation in New START—the 
last remaining bilateral nuclear arms control agreement 
between Russia and the USA.

New Start; 
Russia; USA

March

4 Mar. Iran and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
issue a joint statement in which they agree to increase the 
agency’s verification and monitoring activities in Iran and 
to address outstanding safeguards issues.

IAEA; Iran; 
nuclear 
programme

4 Mar. A historic High Seas Treaty is agreed by states at the United 
Nations, which aims to place 30 per cent of the seas into 
pro tected areas by 2030. It is the first international ocean 
pro tection agreement for 40 years.

High Seas Treaty

7 Mar. A ceasefire is agreed between the Congolese armed forces 
and the March 23 armed group in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC), which officially lasts until 6 Oct. 2023.

Ceasefire; DRC

9 Mar. To prevent an environmental and humanitarian disaster 
the UN purchases a crude carrier to remove barrels of oil 
from a stricken ship off the coast of Yemen.

UN; Yemen

10 Mar. Iran and Saudi Arabia agree to re-establish diplomatic ties 
after talks in Beijing, China.

Iran; Saudi 
Arabia

10 Mar. Xi Jinping is appointed to a historic third term as President 
of China (previously restricted to two terms).

China

14 Mar. The USA, United Kingdom and Australia unveil details of 
their AUKUS deal to create a fleet of nuclear-powered sub
marines to be based in the Indo-Pacific region.

AUKUS

17 Mar. The International Criminal Court (ICC) issues an arrest 
warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin and another 
Russian official for their roles in the deportation of 
Ukrainian children.

ICC; Russia; 
Ukraine

20 Mar. The UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) says the world must reduce greenhouse gases by 
half by 2030 and cease adding carbon dioxide to the atmos
phere by the early 2050s to stop catastrophic warming.

Climate change; 
IPCC

20 Mar. The EU agrees to jointly procure and deliver 1 million 
rounds of 155-mm artillery to Ukraine before March 2024, 
and to expand the EU’s annual production capacity to 1 mil
lion from then onwards.

Ammunition 
supplies; EU; 
Ukraine

28 Mar. The USA ceases to exchange detailed data on its nuclear 
weapons stockpiles in response to Russia’s February 
suspen sion of participation in New START. 

New START; 
Russia; USA

30 Mar. Key figures in AI sign an open letter warning that the race 
to develop AI systems is out of control and ask for suspen
sion for at least six months.

AI

April

4 Apr. Finland officially joins the North Atlantic Treaty Organ
ization (NATO) at a ceremony in Brussels, becoming its 
31st member and doubling NATO’s border with Russia.

Finland; NATO
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5 Apr. An Israeli raid on the Al-Aqsa Mosque in East Jerusalem 
sparks a flurry of rocket attacks on Israel from both Gaza 
and Lebanon.

Israel–Palestine 
conflict; Lebanon

11 Apr. The Myanmar military kills at least 133 civilians in an air
strike on Kanbalu township in an area not under the con
trol of the military junta.

Civil war; 
Myanmar

12 Apr. Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates announce plans to 
restore diplomatic ties with Qatar, concluding the process 
of ending the almost six-year intra-Gulf rift.

Gulf states

15 Apr. Fighting erupts in Sudan between forces led by rival mili
tary generals: Abdel Fattah Burhan, Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF), and Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo (or Hemedti), 
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF). The fighting trig
gers a humanitarian crisis and fuels fears of a protracted, 
all-out civil war.

Civil war; Sudan

20 Apr. An alleged massacre in the village of Karma, Burkina Faso, 
is one of the country’s worst attacks on civilians, with at 
least 136 people killed. The country’s security forces are 
blamed for the attack.

Burkina Faso

22 Apr. Foreign countries begin evacuating their citizens out of 
Khartoum, Sudan’s capital, as fighting escalates and the 
UN reports over 400 people killed and 200 000 displaced 
by the fighting.

Civil war; Sudan

24 Apr. The EU establishes the EU Partnership Mission in the 
Repub lic of Moldova (EUPM Moldova).

EUPM Moldova

29 Apr. A 72-hour ceasefire in Sudan breaks down between SAF 
and the RSF, as air and artillery strikes on Khartoum 
resume.

Ceasefire; civil 
war; Sudan

May

3–6 May At least 54 people are killed and about 23 000 people 
displaced by ethnic violence in India’s north-eastern state 
of Manipur.

India

5 May The World Health Organization (WHO) declares that 
Covid-19 is no longer a global health emergency of inter
national concern.

Covid-19; WHO

7 May Syria is readmitted into the Arab League, more than 
10 years after being suspended for repressing pro-
democracy protesters.

Arab League; 
Syria

8 May The Southern African Development Community estab
lishes a new peace operation in the DRC, known as 
SAMIDRC, which aims to support the Congolese Army 
in fighting armed groups in the eastern part of the DRC. 
Meanwhile, the death toll from flash floods and landslides 
in Kalehe passes 400.

DRC; flooding; 
SAMIDRC

9 May Imran Khan, former Pakistani prime minister, is arrested 
at the High Court in Islamabad, prompting violent protests 
between his supporters and security forces.

Pakistan

10 May The heaviest fighting in months occurs between Israel and 
the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) as both sides launch air 
attacks, leaving over 20 dead in Gaza.

Gaza; Israel–
Palestine 
conflict; PIJ
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14 May Cyclone Mocha makes landfall on the Rakhine coast in 
Myanmar, near the border with Bangladesh, with at least 
400 killed. It is the second strongest storm on record in the 
North Indian Ocean.

Cyclone; 
Myanmar 

15–19 May The fifth Review Conference of the 1993 Chemical Weapons 
Convention (CWC) is unable to reach consensus on binding 
decisions for future action, but provides guidance on indus
try verification, geographical representation and efforts to 
prevent and counter chemical terrorism.

CWC

24 May The Wagner Group claims to have captured the eastern 
Ukrainian city of Bakhmut, following one of the longest 
and bloodiest battles of the Russia–Ukraine war.

Russia–Ukraine 
war; Wagner 
Group

28 May Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan is re-elected for 
a historic third term.

Türkiye

29 May Kosovan police clash with ethnic Serbs protesting against 
the election of ethnic Albanian mayors in the country’s 
northern (Serb-majority) municipalities. Dozens of NATO 
KFOR peacekeepers and more than 50 Serbs are injured in 
the clashes.

Kosovo

30 May Around 400 leading AI industry experts sign a letter 
warning that ‘Mitigating the risk of extinction from AI 
should be a global priority alongside other societal-scale 
risks such as pandemics and nuclear war’.

AI

30 May A drone strike on Moscow is the first attack on a Russian 
residential neighbourhood (with no casualties) since the 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine began.

Russia–Ukraine 
war

June

3 June A Chinese and US warship nearly collide in the Taiwan 
Strait during a joint Canada–USA mission in the region.

China; Taiwan 
Strait; USA

4 June A Ukrainian counteroffensive against Russian forces begins 
with increased fighting in the east and south of Ukraine.

Russia–Ukraine 
war

6 June A dam in Nova Kakhovka, in Russian-held Ukraine, is 
destroyed by a large explosion flooding the Dnieper river 
and prompting the evacuation of thousands, amid sus
picions of Russian sabotage.

Russia–Ukraine 
war

8 June The EU reaches agreement on a migration policy. EU 
divisions on the issue date back to 2015 when more than 
1 million people, mostly fleeing war in Syria, reached the 
EU across the Mediterranean.

EU; migration

9 June Russia withdraws from the 1990 Treaty on Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe (CFE Treaty), giving the required 
150 days’ notice. The withdrawal goes into effect on 7 Nov., 
essentially ending the post-cold war conven tional arms 
control regime in Europe.

CFE Treaty; 
Russia

12 June At least 46 people are killed at the Lala displacement camp 
in the DRC by the CODECO militia group.

DRC 

16 June Mali’s interim military authorities ask for the UN 
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in 
Mali (MINUSMA) to leave ‘with out delay’, citing a crisis 
of confidence. The UN Security Council terminates 
MINUSMA’s mandate on 30 June.

Mali; MINUSMA
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18–19 June Antony Blinken is the first US Secretary of State in five 
years to meet with senior Chinese officials in Beijing, 
including Chinese Premier Xi Jinping, with the aim of 
re-establishing regular bilateral communications.

Bilateral 
relations; China; 
USA

19 June The UN adopts the first-ever legally binding international 
treaty to govern the high seas: the Biodiversity Beyond 
National Jurisdiction Agreement (BBNJ).

BBNJ; High seas; 
UN

24 June Wagner Group leader Yevgeny Prigozhin spearheads 
an insurrection in Russia, advancing within 200 km of 
Moscow. The advance is aborted following a last-minute 
deal in which the Wagner Group forces agree to stand 
down and move to Belarus.

Russia; Wagner 
Group

July

3 July Israel launches a major military operation against alleged 
militants in the Jenin refugee camp in the West Bank, 
killing 8 people and injuring 100 according to Palestinian 
authorities.

Israel–Palestine 
conflict; West 
Bank

5 July The hottest global temperature ever is recorded—for the 
third consecutive day—as the average global temperature 
tops 17.18°C.

Climate change

7 July The White House announces that the last US chemical 
weapons have been destroyed in eastern Kentucky, under 
the international CWC.

CWC; USA

7 July The USA begins transferring an unspecified quantity of its 
stockpiled cluster munitions to Ukraine.

Cluster munitions; 
Ukraine; USA

12 July The NATO summit ends in Vilnius, Lithuania, with 
member states agreeing to Ukraine’s membership ‘when 
allies agree and conditions are met’.

NATO; Ukraine

17 July Russia pulls out of the Black Sea grain deal, which was 
launched in mid 2022 to allow Ukraine to resume grain 
shipments after a Russian naval blockade. The move threat
ens to push world food prices higher. 

Food security; 
Russia–Ukraine 
war

18 July The UN Security Council holds its first-ever formal session 
on AI and international peace and security.

AI; UN Security 
Council

20 July UN Secretary-General António Guterres presents A New 
Agenda for Peace, a policy brief outlining his vision of 
multilateral efforts for peace and security in a world in 
transition, based on international law.

multilateralsm; 
international law

24–28 July A Working Group on Strengthening the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) Review Process is held with a focus on ways 
to enhance transparency and accountability in nuclear dis
armament. No consensus is reached, and the chair issues 
draft recommendations under his own authority.

NPT

26 July As part of a military coup in Niger, presidential guards seize 
President Mohamed Bazoum and ministerial buildings in 
the capital, Niamey.

Coup; Niger

30 July A suicide bomb attack at a political gathering in the Bajaur 
district of Pakistan, near the Afghan border, kills 54 people 
and injures more than 200. Islamic State–Khorasan Prov
ince (ISKP) claims responsibility. 

Pakistan; ISKP
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31 July– 
11 Aug.

The preparatory committee for the 2026 NPT Review Con
ference holds its first session in Vienna, where delegations 
express concerns over the resurgence of nuclear threats but 
fail to agree on a factual summary of the meeting. 

NPT

August

10 Aug. Poland announces plans to deploy 10 000 soldiers along its 
border with Belarus, following concerns about the presence 
of Wagner Group fighters in Belarus and migrants trying to 
cross the border without authorization.

Belarus; Poland; 
Wagner Group

21–25 Aug. The ninth Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade 
Treaty (ATT) in Geneva focuses on the ‘role of industry in 
responsible international transfers of conventional arms’.

ATT

23 Aug. India’s Chandrayaan-3 lunar mission is the first to 
successfully land at the moon’s southern pole. India is the 
fourth country to ever land on the moon.

India; space

23 Aug. Wagner Group leader Yevgeny Prigozhin is killed along 
with nine others in a plane crash north-west of Moscow, 
likely caused by a bomb on board.

Wagner Group; 
Russia

24 Aug. At a meeting of the BRICS group of emerging economies, 
held in South Africa, six new countries are invited to join, 
in an attempt to balance out the global power of the USA 
and Europe.

BRICS

29 Aug. A wildfire north of the Greek city of Alexandroupoli is 
declared the EU’s largest ever recorded, having burnt 
810 km2 and killed 20 people.

Greece; wildfire

30 Aug. Gabonese military leaders seize power in a coup, placing 
President Ali Bongo Ondimba under house arrest in 
Libreville.

Coup; Gabon

September

4–6 Sep. Africa’s first climate summit opens in Nairobi, Kenya, and 
calls for greater climate-related financing from industrial
ized countries.

Africa; climate 
change

6 Sep. A Russian missile attack on a Ukrainian market in Kost
yantynivka kills 17 civilians.

Russia–Ukraine 
war

8 Sep. An earthquake hits central Morocco, killing around 
3000 people and causing catastrophic damage affecting 
over 6 million people.

Earthquake; 
Morocco

10–11 Sep. The collapse of two dams after heavy rain from Storm Daniel 
floods the city of Derna, Libya, cutting it off com pletely and 
leaving over 4000 people dead and 8000 missing.

Flooding; Libya 

13 Sep. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un meets with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin at the Vostochny Cosmodrome in 
eastern Russia to conclude a suspected arms deal.

Arms deal; North 
Korea; Russia

16 Sep. A new economic corridor to rival the Chinese Belt and 
Road Initiative is announced at the Group of Twenty (G20) 
summit in New Delhi: the India–Middle East–Europe Eco
nomic Corridor.

Economic 
corridor; G20

16 Sep. Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso establish a mutual defence 
pact known as the Alliance of Sahel States.

Alliance of Sahel 
States
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18 Sep. The USA and Iran swap five prisoners each in an agreement 
that also allows the release of $6 billion in Iranian oil rev
enue owed by South Korea to Iran for oil bought before US 
sanctions in 2019 banned such transactions.

Iran; USA

19–20 Sep. Azerbaijan agrees a ceasefire with Karabakh separatists 
after a 24-hour military offensive against ethnic Armenian 
forces in Nagorno-Karabakh. More than 80 per cent of 
Nagorno-Karabakh’s original population subsequently 
flees to Armenia.

Nagorno-
Karabakh

24 Sep. French President Emmanuel Macron says his country will 
withdraw its ambassador and 1500 troops from Niger, in 
the wake of the July coup.

France; Niger

24 Sep. Armed Serbs attack police in Banjska, a village in northern 
Kosovo, and then occupy a monastery, leading to a day-long 
standoff. A policeman and three of the assailants are killed 
during the conflict.

Kosovo

October

2 Oct. The UN Security Council approves a Kenyan-led multi
national force to assist Haiti in dealing with widespread 
gang violence. Russia and China abstain, citing fears over 
Haiti’s troubled history with foreign involvement.

Haiti; peace 
operation; UN 
Security Council

5 Oct. A Russian missile attack on the Ukrainian village of Hroza 
kills at least 51 people.

Russia–Ukraine 
war

5 Oct. More than 100 people are killed in a drone attack on a mili
tary academy in Homs, Syria. There is no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the attack.

Syria

5 Oct. Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General in 
Sudan Clementine Nkweta-Salami warns that the armed 
conflict has created ‘the world’s fastest-growing displace
ment crisis’, with more than 5.4 million people forced from 
their homes during six months of fighting.

Civil war; 
displacement; 
Sudan

6 Oct. Imprisoned Iranian human rights activist Narges 
Mohammadi is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for fighting 
the oppression of women in Iran.

Iran; Nobel 
Peace Prize

6 Oct. Under the CWC, Germany requests that Russia clarifies 
concerns about the alleged use of riot control agents in 
combat operations in Ukraine. Russia denies any such use. 

CWC; Russia–
Ukraine war

7 Oct. Hamas launches a major air and ground attack on Israel 
from Gaza, killing over a thousand people and taking 
hundreds of hostages, prompting Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to declare ‘We are at war’.

Hamas; Israel

7 Oct. Two earthquakes strike Afghanistan’s Herat region, killing 
at least 2400 people.

Afghanistan; 
earthquake;

8 Oct. Israel formally declares war on Hamas as the death toll 
reaches around 1100 on both sides and Israel increases air
strikes on Gaza.

Israel–Hamas 
war

13 Oct. Israel orders 1.1 million people to evacuate from north 
to south Gaza, in anticipation of a ground invasion of the 
terri tory.

Israel–Hamas 
war
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17 Oct. Iranian-backed groups begin to target US forces in Iraq and 
Syria. The USA responds with counterstrikes on 26 Oct. 
and 8 Nov. against facilities in Syria used by Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Iran; Iraq; Syria; 
USA

18 Oct. The final element of the UN arms embargo on Iran expires, 
eight years after the adoption of the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) on Iran’s nuclear programme. 
The EU Council decides to maintain restrictive measures, 
deeming Iran not to have fulfilled its commitments under 
the JCPOA.

EU; Iran; JCPOA

18 Oct. At least 500 Palestinians are killed in an explosion at 
Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza, with local officials blaming an 
Israeli missile attack and Israelis blaming a misfired PIJ 
rocket.

Israel–Hamas 
war

24 Oct. Aid agency Save the Children says 2000 children have been 
killed in Gaza by Israeli bombing amid calls for a ceasefire 
at the UN.

Israel–Hamas 
war

27 Oct. An alliance of rebel armies in Myanmar begins Oper
ation 1027, an offensive against the ruling military junta.

Myanmar

27 Oct. Israel launches its main ground invasion of Gaza, cutting 
off communications between the north and south of the 
territory. The UN General Assembly passes a resolution 
calling for a truce by a majority of 121 votes for to 14 against.

Israel–Hamas 
war; UN General 
Assembly

November

1–2 Nov. The UK hosts an AI Safety Summit, which focuses on 
the opportunities and risks associated with ‘frontier AI 
systems’. The summit is the first in a series of AI-related 
meetings to be held every six months.

AI; UK

2 Nov. Russia carries out its most extensive artillery attack of 
the year in Ukraine as Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief 
General Valery Zaluzhny admits the war has reached a 
deadlock.

Russia–Ukraine 
war 

2 Nov. Russia revokes its ratification of the Comprehensive 
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) but confirms that it will 
remain a signatory and continue to participate in the work 
of the treaty.

CTBT; Russia

4–7 Nov. US and Chinese special envoys for climate meet at 
Sunnylands, California, and agree to undertake and 
acceler ate various aspects of climate action.

China; climate 
change; USA

7 Nov. Israeli forces cut off north Gaza, severing it from the south
ern part of the territory. The Health Ministry in Gaza says 
the Palestinian death toll is now over 10 000.

Israel–Hamas 
war

12 Nov. The WHO calls for attacks on and around hospitals in Gaza 
to stop.

Israel–Hamas 
war

13–17 Nov. The fourth session of the Conference on the Establishment 
of a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other 
Weapons of Mass Destruction takes place in New York, 
with discussions reflecting the unfolding geopolitical crisis 
in the region. 

Middle East; 
nuclear weapons
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14 Nov. The Malian Army seizes Kidal, a key town in the north held 
by Tuareg rebels for nearly 10 years. The state forces are 
reportedly backed by the Russian Wagner Group.

Mali; Wagner 
Group

15 Nov. Attempting to firm up their countries relations, US 
President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping hold 
bilateral talks in San Francisco.

Bilateral 
relations; China; 
USA

15 Nov. The UN Security Council approves a resolution calling 
for ‘urgent and extended humanitarian pauses and cor
ridors throughout the Gaza Strip’. The USA, UK and Russia 
abstain in the vote.

Israel–Hamas 
war; UN Security 
Council

16 Nov. The Sudanese government requests the termination of the 
UN Integrated Transition Assistance Mission in the Sudan 
(UNITAMS) with immedi ate effect. The UN Security 
Council complies with the request on 1 Dec. and UNITAMS 
operations cease three days later.

Sudan; 
UNITAMS

20 Nov. Heavy rain and flooding across the Horn of Africa, linked to 
El Niño, lead to 50 deaths in Somalia and the displacement 
of over 695 000 people.

Flooding; 
Somalia

21 Nov. North Korea launches a rocket carrying what it calls a 
reconnaissance satellite, prompting South Korea to sus
pend a key part of a 2018 military pact aimed at de-escalat
ing tensions on the Korean Peninsula.

North Korea; 
South Korea; 
space

22 Nov. Finland closes all but one border with Russia after an influx 
of migrants it says was orchestrated by Russia.

Finland; Russia 

24 Nov. A four-day ceasefire begins in Gaza with Hamas releasing 
24 hostages, and Israel releasing 39 Palestinian prisoners 
and allowing more humanitarian aid into the territory.

Israel–Hamas 
war

26 Nov. A two-day extension of the Gaza ceasefire is announced by 
the mediating country Qatar, with a fourth set of hostages 
exchanged by both sides.

Israel–Hamas 
war; Qatar

27 Nov.– 
1 Dec.

The second Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) unanimously 
adopts a joint political declaration and a package of prac
tical decisions.

TPNW

28 Nov. The Philippine government and communist rebels the New 
People’s Army agree to restart peace negotiations after a 
six-year hiatus, with the aim of ending decades of armed 
conflict.  

Peace talks; 
Philippines

30 Nov. EU institutions reach a provisional agreement on the text 
of a proposed Cyber Resilience Act (CRA), which aims to 
protect individuals and businesses when purchasing or 
using products or software with a ‘digital element’.

Cyber; EU

30 Nov– 
13 Dec.

The UN Climate Change Conference (COP28) opens in 
Dubai with 74 states calling for collective action. The Loss 
and Damage Fund is launched, with $400 million to sup
port vulnerable states. COP28 ends with the first global 
stocktake decision to begin ‘transitioning away from fossil 
fuels’.

Climate change; 
COP28
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December

1 Dec. Fighting breaks out in Guinea-Bissau between security 
forces aligned with rival political factions. President 
Umaro Sissoco Embaló describes the incident as an 
attempted coup.

Coup; 
Guinea-Bissau

2 Dec. Flooding and landslides in northern Tanzania result in 
88 deaths, amid ongoing El Niño flooding throughout East 
Africa.

Flooding; 
Tanzania

3 Dec. Israeli ground forces begin an offensive in southern Gaza, 
north of Khan Younis, after a seven-day ceasefire expires.

Israel–Hamas 
war

4 Dec. A new Global Framework for Through-life Conventional 
Ammunition Management is adopted by the UN General 
Assembly.

Ammunition 
management; 
UN General 
Assembly

6 Dec. UN Secretary-General António Guterres warns that the 
humanitarian system in Gaza is on the verge of collapse 
and, for the first time since 1989, invokes Article 99 of the 
UN Charter, forcing the UN Security Council to discuss a 
course of action.

Israel–Hamas 
war; UN

6 Dec. Chad and Mauritania acknowledge the dissolution of the 
Group of Five for the Sahel (G5 Sahel) alliance, after the 
departure of Burkina Faso and Niger.

G5 Sahel

7 Dec. Turkish President Erdoğan visits Greece and signs numer
ous agreements with Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis, marking a significant improvement in bilateral 
ties.

Bilateral 
relations; Greece; 
Türkiye; 

8 Dec. The European Parliament and the Council of the EU reach 
a provisional agreement on the Artificial Intelligence Act, 
establishing obligations for AI based on its potential risks 
and level of impact.

AI; EU

10 Dec. A Philippine boat and a Chinese Coast Guard ship collide 
near a disputed reef in the South China Sea. Each country 
blames the other for the collision.

China; 
Philippines; 
South China Sea

10 Dec. China officially accepts the Afghan ambassador to Beijing, 
making it the first country to recognize an envoy from 
Afghanistan since the Taliban seized power in Aug. 2021.

Afghanistan; 
China

11–13 Dec. The 2023 Meeting of States Parties of the 1972 Biological 
and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC) in Geneva is dis
rupted by Russia’s procedural manoeuvring, resulting in no 
general debate and no statements by international organ
izations and non-governmental organizations.

BWC; Russia

12 Dec. The UN General Assembly votes overwhelmingly 
(153 states in favour; 10 against; 23 abstaining) to demand 
a humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza, amid reports that 18 000 
Palestinians have been killed, 70 per cent of them children 
and women. The resolution does not translate into action 
on the ground.

Ceasefire; 
Israel–Hamas 
war; UN General 
Assembly

14 Dec. The EU agrees to open membership negotiations with 
Ukraine at a summit in Brussels.

EU; Ukraine
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15 Dec. Peru completes the destruction of its stockpiled cluster 
munitions, the last state party to do so under the 2008 
Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM). All 1.5 million 
cluster munitions declared as stockpiled by CCM states 
parties are now destroyed.

CCM; Peru

18 Dec. Several companies pause the transit of ships through the 
Red Sea, amid attacks by Yemen’s Houthi forces on com
mercial vessels. The Houthis initially targeted Israeli-
linked vessels but escalated their attacks to ships without 
clear ties to the Israel–Hamas war.

Houthis; Israel–
Hamas war; Red 
Sea; Yemen

18 Dec The paramilitary RSF captures Wad Madani city in the east 
of Sudan, after eight months of war between SAF and the 
RSF.

Civil war; Sudan

19 Dec. The UN Security Council approves the drawdown of the 
UN Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) in the DRC.

DRC; MONUSCO

20 Dec. The Gaza Health Ministry says the death toll has reached 
nearly 20 000 in the Israel–Hamas war, which is higher 
than in any other Arab conflict with Israel in more than 
40 years.

Israel–Hamas 
war

22 Dec. The UN Security Council votes to speed up delivery of des
perately needed aid to Gaza. The vote is 13–0, with Russia 
and the USA abstaining.

Israel–Hamas 
war; UN Security 
Council

23 Dec. The UN-recognized government in Yemen and the Houthis 
commit to steps towards a ceasefire and engage in a UN-led 
peace process.

Ceasefire; peace 
process; Yemen

25 Dec. Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko confirms that 
Russia has completed its shipments of nuclear weapons 
to Belarus. The nuclear sharing arrangement was first 
announced by President Putin in March. 

Belarus; nuclear 
weapons; Russia

29 Dec. South Africa lodges a request for the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) to address the charge that Israel is com
mitting genocide in Gaza.

ICJ; Israel–
Hamas war; 
South Africa 

31 Dec. Following weeks of Houthi attacks on shipping in the 
Red Sea, US military forces kill at least 10 Houthi fighters 
and sink three of their vessels in the first direct military 
engagement with the Yemeni armed group.

Houthis; Red 
Sea; USA; Yemen
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