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III. Armed conflicts active in 2023

IAN DAVIS

There were active armed conflicts in at least 52 states in 2023, 3 fewer than
in 2021: 11 in the Americas; 9 in Asia and Oceania (1 fewer than in 2022); 4 in
Europe (1 more thanin 2022); 9 in the Middle East and North Africa; and 19 in
sub-Saharan Africa (3 fewer than in 2022)—see figure 2.2 and table 2.8.! As in
preceding years, most took place within a single country (intrastate) between
government forces and one or more non-state armed groups (NSAGs),
or between two or more NSAGs. Some of the NSAGs were transnational,
fighting in more than one conflict. Only three of the armed conflicts were
fought between states: the Russia-Ukraine war and low-level border clashes
between India and Pakistan and between Armenia and Azerbaijan. This
was one less interstate armed conflict than in 2022. Two of the armed con-
flicts were classified as ‘extrastate’—that is, they were fought between state
forces and armed groups representing ‘nations without states’: the conflicts
between Israel and the Palestinians (and more specifically the Israel-Hamas
war since 7 October 2023) and between Tiirkiye and armed Kurdish groups.

At least four of the armed conflicts can be classified as ‘major’ (i.e. they
resulted in 10 000 or more estimated conflict-related fatalities in the year),
one more than in 2022: the Russia-Ukraine war (approximately 31 000
reported fatalities), the Israel-Hamas war (24 100), and the civil wars in
Myanmar (15 800) and Sudan (13 100). There were also 20 high-intensity
armed conflicts (i.e. resulting in 1000-9999 estimated conflict-related
fatalities in the year), 3 more than in 2022. These categorizations should be
considered tentative, as information on fatalities can be unreliable.2 In the
case of Ukraine it may be a severe underestimate (as noted in table 2.8).

All four major armed conflicts and most of the high-intensity armed
conflicts were internationalized.®> A second form of internationalization,
but done with the consent of the host government, is the deployment of a
multilateral peace operation, of which 23 were deployed in the 52 states with
armed conflicts in 2023.4

L1 A country is treated as being in an armed conflict if there were 25 or more battle-related deaths
in a given year or (as was the case of Saudi Arabia in 2023) if fatalities in the ‘explosions and remote
violence’ category exceed 100 in a given year.

2 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED), ‘FAQs: ACLED fatality methodology’,
27 Jan. 2020. On casualty counting see also Giger, A. and Every Casualty, ‘Casualty recording in armed
conflict: Methods and normative issues’, SIPRI Yearbook 2016, pp. 247-61; and Delgado, C., ‘Why it is
important to register violent deaths’, SIPRI Commentary, 30 Mar. 2020.

3 0n internationalized armed conflict see Odermatt, J.,, ‘Between law and reality: New wars and
internationalised armed conflict’, Amsterdam Law Forum, vol. 5, no. 3 (summer 2013); and International
Committee of the Red Cross, ‘Internationalized internal armed conflict’, Online Casebook, [n.d.].

4 On peace operations see chapter 3 in this volume.
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Figure 2.2. Armed conflicts by intensity, 2023

Table 2.7. Conflict-related violence, numbers of events and fatalities, 2021-23

Events Fatalities?
Change, Change,
2022-23 2022-23
Event type® 2021 2022 2023 (%) 2021 2022 2023 (%)
Battles 34893 34733 39746 14 89169 72173 82616 14
Explosions/ 25414 52994 64495 22 25442 36730 49145 34
remote violence
Protests, riots 193075 183728 184938 1 4153 4182 4078 -2
and strategic
developments
Violence against 30336 33194 31014 -7 35734 39936 34710 -13
civilians
Total 283718 304649 320193 5 154498 153021 170549 11

9 For definitions of event types see Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED),
‘ACLED definitions of political violence and protest’, 11 Apr. 2019.

b These figures include all conflict-related fatalities, irrespective of whether the respective
country was classified as being engaged in armed conflict.

Source: ACLED Dashboard, accessed 30 Jan. 2024.

Total estimated conflict-related fatalities increased by 11 per cent in 2023
compared to 2022 and were 25 per cent higher than in 2020 (see table 2.7).
Within this total, estimated battle deaths increased by 14 per cent compared
to 2022, while those attributed to ‘explosions and remote violence’ increased
by 34 per cent. In the ‘violence against civilians’ category, both ‘events’ and
‘fatalities’ declined in 2023 after three consecutive years of increase.
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