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III. Table of armed conflicts active in 2022 

ian davis

There were active armed conflicts in at least 56 states in 2022, five more than 
in 2021: 11 in the Americas; 10 in Asia and Oceania; 3 in Europe; 10 in the 
Middle East and North Africa, one more than in 2021; and 22 in sub-Saharan 
Africa, four more than in 2021 (see figure 2.1 and table 2.8).1 As in preceding 
years, most took place within a single country (intrastate) between govern
ment forces and one or more non-state armed groups, or between two or 
more such groups. Only four were fought between states: the Russia–Ukraine 
War and low-level border clashes between India and Pakistan, Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, and Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Two were fought between state 
forces and armed groups aspiring to statehood: the conflicts between Israel 
and the Palestinians, and between Türkiye and the Kurds.

According to data from the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project 
(ACLED), there were at least three major armed conflicts (resulting in 
10 000 or more estimated conflict-related deaths in the year): in Ukraine 
(approximately 28 400 reported fatalities), Myanmar (19 400) and Nigeria 
(10 700). There were also 17 high-intensity armed conflicts (resulting in 
1000–9999 estimated conflict-related deaths in the year). However, these 
categorizations should be considered tentative, as information on fatalities 
can be unreliable.2 As noted in table 2.8 and sections I and II, in the cases of 
Ethiopia and Ukraine they may be quite severe underestimates.

All three major armed conflicts and most of the high-intensity armed con
flicts were internationalized, involving foreign actors, which may have led to 
the conflict being prolonged or exacerbated.

Estimated battle deaths decreased by 19 per cent compared to 2021, while 
those attributed to ‘explosions and remote violence’ increased by 28 per cent 
(see table 2.7). The number of explosive and remote violence events in 2022 
almost doubled compared with 2021. In the ‘violence against civilians’ cat
egory both ‘events’ and ‘fatalities’ increased for the third consecutive year. 

1 A country is treated as being in an armed conflict if there were 25 or more battle-related deaths in 
a given year.

2 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED), ‘FAQs: ACLED fatality methodology’,  
27 Jan. 2020. On casualty counting see also Giger, A., ‘Casualty recording in armed conflict: Methods 
and normative issues’, SIPRI Yearbook 2016, pp. 247–61; and Delgado, C., ‘Why it is important to register 
violent deaths’, SIPRI Commentary, 30 Mar. 2020.

https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/02/FAQs_-ACLED-Fatality-Methodology_2020.pdf
https://www.sipri.org/commentary/blog/2020/why-it-important-register-violent-deaths
https://www.sipri.org/commentary/blog/2020/why-it-important-register-violent-deaths
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Figure 2.1. Armed conflicts by number of estimated conflict-related deaths, 
2022

Table 2.7. Categories of conflict-related violence, 2020–22

No. of events Estimated fatalitiesb

Event typea 2020 2021 2022

Change, 
2021–22 
(%) 2020 2021 2022

Change, 
2021–22 
(%)

Battles 39 277 34 017 32 582 –4 80 300 89 009 72 176 –19

Explosions/  
 remote  
 violence

25 834 25 500 50 261 97 21 609 25 615 32 839 28

Protests,  
 riots and 
 strategic 
 developments

170 762 191 523 179 547 –6 3 492 3 961 3 802 –4

Violence against  
 civilians

26 504 29 719 32 144 8 31 242 35 168 38 792 10

Total 262 377 280 759 294 534 5 136 643 153 753 147 609 –4
a For definitions of event types, see Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED), 

‘ACLED definitions of political violence and protest’, 11 Apr. 2019.
b Includes all conflict-related fatalities, irrespective of whether the countries were engaged 

in armed conflict.

Source: ACLED, ‘Dashboard’, accessed 30 Jan. 2023.

Major armed conflicts with 
10 000 or more conflict-related 
deaths in 2022

High-intensity armed conflicts
with 1000 to 9999
conflict-related deaths in 2022

Low-intensity armed conflicts
with 25 to 999 conflict-related 
deaths in 2022

https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/04/ACLED-Event-Definitions_Final.pdf
https://acleddata.com/#/dashboard
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https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/02/FAQs_-ACLED-Fatality-Methodology_2020.pdf
https://theconversation.com/reliable-death-tolls-from-the-ukraine-war-are-hard-to-come-by-the-result-of-undercounts-and-manipulation-179905
https://acleddata.com/#/dashboard
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